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A worker wipes his face while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street 
in Boston. 
Associated Press 
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As millions 
sweat out the 
heat wave, 
blocks of lake 
ice keep these 
campers cool 


By N. PERRY/H. RAMER 
Associated Press 
SQUAM LAKE, N.H. (AP) — As 
New England continued to 
bake in a heat wave Thursday, 
guests at one campground 
were keeping their food and 
beer cold with blocks of ice, 
harvested months earlier from 
a frozen lake. 
And while some relief is ex- 
pected after Thursday's peak 
heat in the eastern Great 
Lakes and New England, the 
National Weather Service said 
scorching temperatures will 
linger across the Ohio Valley 
and Mid-Atlantic region, and 
even grow in places, to as 
much as triple-digit highs in 
California and Arizona. 
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Sustainability Fee will be charged 


to tourists 
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As millions sweat out the heat wave, blocks of lake ice keep these 
campers cool 


Continued from Front 


On Squam Lake in central 
New Hampshire, ice blocks 
about the size of microwave 
that had been packed in 
sawdust since winter were 
lifted from an insulated stor- 
age hut. It's been a tradi- 
tion at the rustic Rockywold 
Deephaven Camps for more 
than a century, keeping fresh 
ice available throughout the 
summer and into the fall. 
Angela Wilcox, who has va- 
cationed at the camp for 16 
years, took her children and 
nephews boating Thursday in 
search of the lake's coldest 
swimming spot. 
"This is the hottest it's ever 
been, especially in June," 
Wilcox said. "We're kind of 
shocked." 
Heat index readings com- 
bining temperature and 
humidity were expected to 
surpass 100 degrees (37.7 
C) in many locations across 
the country, possibly setting 
some all-time records, the 
weather service said, and 
because record overnight 
temperatures could prevent 
natural cooling, heat danger 
could build up indoors. 
"Those without access to 
reliable air conditioning are 
urged to find a way to cool 
down," the service said in its 
forecast. 
In a study published Thurs- 
day, a group of scientists 
said human-caused climate 
change has drastically in- 
creased the odds of expe- 
riencing the killer heat bak- 


ing the Southwestern United 
States, Mexico and Central 
America this month. Last 
year, the U.S. saw the great- 
est number of heat waves 
— abnormally hot weather 
lasting more than two days 
— since 1936. 
Ocean waters are warmer as 
well, particularly in the Gulf of 
Mexico, where the season's 
first named storm, Alberto, 
was dumping heavy rain and 
flash flooding along a stretch 
of the coast from Mexico to 
Louisiana. Hurricane season 
this year is forecast to be 
among the most active in 
recent memory. 
It's made for an unusually 
early start to summer ex- 


tremes in the northeastern 
U.S. 
It was already nearing 90 
degrees (32.2 C) in New 
Hampshire as John Dupont 
opened his kettle corn stand 
at Concord's 50th annual 
Market Days Festival. He and 
his daughter set up two fans 
and were prepared to drape 
icy towels around their necks. 
"This year is a little challeng- 
ing because of all the heat. 
Our kettle gets up to 150,000 
BTUs," he said. 
At Johnson's Dairy Bar in 
Northwood, 
Camryn 
Hil- 
dredth tried offer customers 
an empty dish for that heart- 
breaking moment when 
a scoop of rapidly melting 


ice cream topples out of the 
cone, but not all would listen. 
"Everybody asks if we have 
AC. We do not," she said. 
"It's very hot and we get 
long lines, so it can get very 
rough sometimes." 
In Burlington, Vermont, Jack 
Hurlbut said he's never been 
so hot in his life. "I live in Ver- 
mont for a reason, you know 
what I mean?" the 28-year- 
old said. 
Hurlbut, who is experiencing 
homelessness, joined others 
in a shady spot on a lawn 
outside the public library, 
which was serving as a cool- 
ing center. 
New York parks had free ad- 
mission Thursday, and select 


state-run pools and beaches 
opened early for swimming, 
Gov. Kathy Hochul said. New 
York City's beaches were 
available and while its pub- 
lic swimming pools don't 
open until next week, the 
city keeps a list of hundreds 
of free air-conditioned sites. 
"The humidity is pretty in- 
sane," said Anne-Laure Bon- 
homme, a health coach who 
was sightseeing in New York 
with her family. 
Many school districts in New 
Jersey switched to early dis- 
missals as the school year 
winds down, and at least 
two rescheduled their high 
school graduation ceremo- 
nies due to concerns about 
excessive heat and humidity. 
With much of Indiana broil- 
ing in the 90s, highway crews 
are starting shifts at 6 a.m., 
two hours earlier than in 
cooler seasons, and taking 
more frequent breaks in air- 
conditioned trucks in be- 
tween filling potholes and 
other roadwork, said Kyleigh 
Cramer, a spokesperson for 
the Indiana Department of 
Transportation. 
"They're able to get in those 
trucks and cool off right then 
and there because being 
out on the road is a little bit 
different than being in an of- 
fice," Cramer said. 
Some relief is coming: A cold 
front is moving into areas 
near Lake Michigan on Thurs- 
day and Friday, the weather 
service said. Chicago broke 
a 1957 record Monday with a 
high of 97 degrees (36.1 C).q 


Will McLane loads a block of ice onto a wheelbarrow at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, 
June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. 
Associated Press 


Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fails to qualify 
for CNN’s debate. It’ll be a showdown 
between Biden and Trump 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — Inde- 


pendent presidential candi- 
date Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
has failed to qualify for next 


week's debate in Atlanta, 
according to host network 
CNN, falling shy of bench- 
marks both for state ballot 
qualification and necessary 
polling. 
The missed markers mean 
that the June 27 showdown 
will be solely between Dem- 
ocratic President Joe Biden 
and presumptive Republican 
nominee Donald Trump. That 
denies Kennedy a singular 
opportunity to stand along- 
side the leading candidates 


in an attempt to lend legiti- 
macy to his longshot bid and 
convince potential supporters 
that he has a shot at winning. 
In a statement Thursday, Ken- 
nedy called his exclusion from 
the debate "undemocratic, 
un-American, and cowardly." 
Both the Biden and Trump 
campaigns fear that Ken- 
nedy could play spoiler in 
what's anticipated to be a 
close general election. 
According to the criteria 
set out by CNN, candidates 


would be invited to partici- 
pate in the debate if they had 
secured a place on the ballot 
in states totaling at least 270 
votes in the Electoral College, 
the minimum needed to win 
the presidency. 
Biden and Trump have easily 
cleared the polling threshold 
but won't be certified for the 
ballot until their parties for- 
mally nominate them later this 
summer. Both have secured 
enough delegates to lock in 
their nominations.q 


Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
speaks during the Libertarian National Convention at the 
Washington Hilton in Washington, May 24, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. bans on gasoline-powered leaf blowers grow, as does 
blowback from landscaping industry 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — The 
roar of the leaf blower has 
become an inescapable 
part of daily life in communi- 
ties across America, leading 
towns and states to ban or 
restrict blowers that run on 
gasoline. 
But the measures face blow- 
back from the landscaping 
industry and some property 
owners who say that the 
battery-powered 
blowers 
favored by the legislation 
are costlier and not nearly 
as effective as the gasoline- 
powered ones. 
"If you look at what this ma- 
chines does, how loud it is, 
how much it pollutes, it's 
not normal to be accepted 
where we live, where our 
children play," said Jessica 
Stolzberg, a writer and cru- 
sader against gas-powered 
leaf blowers who helped get 
a ban on the machines en- 
acted in her hometown of 
Montclair, New Jersey. 
Since that ban took effect 
last October, "Montclair has 
been a healthier, cleaner, 
quieter community," she said. 
But the ban is being chal- 
lenged in court by landscap- 
ers, she added. 
Just as the push to move 
away from burning fossil fu- 
els to power cars and homes 
is drawing opposition from 
business groups and numer- 
ous device owners, the move 
by government to force a 
switch to battery-powered 


leaf blowers has the indus- 
try complaining of increased 
costs and decreased perfor- 
mance under the new regu- 
lations. Though several local 
communities have already 
enacted full or partial bans 
on gas-powered leaf blow- 
ers, New Jersey is considering 
banning them statewide. A 
state Senate committee on 
Thursday advanced a bill 
that would ban such blowers 
most of the year, but would 
allow ones using four-stroke 
combustion engines to be 
used during peak cleanup 
periods in spring and fall. 
(Dirtier two-stroke models 
would be phased out after 
two years.) It's a compromise 


the industry says it is willing 
to make in the interest of still 
being able to use the more 
powerful gas-powered blow- 
ers when they are needed 
most. "New Jersey is bom- 
barded with leaves and stuff 
to clean up," said Rich Gold- 
stein, president of the New 
Jersey Landscape Contrac- 
tors Association, representing 
550 companies in the state. 
"We're not California, we're 
not Florida. We have leaves. 
The average house in New 
Jersey, you take away 30 to 
50 cubic feet of leaves each 
fall. That's a lot of leaves." 
Gas-powered blowers are 
being targeted by govern- 
ments across the country. A 


ban in California starts next 
month, and similar measures 
have passed in Washington, 
D.C., 
Portland, 
Oregon; 
Montgomery County, Mary- 
land; Burlington, Vermont; 
and Evanston, Illinois, among 
other places. 
Doug O'Malley, director of 
Environment New Jersey, 
said more than 100 cities 
across the U.S. have banned 
or restricted gas-powered 
leaf blowers, which he called 
a major source of pollution. 
He said using such a blower 
for an hour creates as much 
pollution as driving a car for 
1,100 miles (1,770 kilometers). 
But just as the push to move 
away from burning fossil fuels 


to power cars and homes is 
drawing opposition from 
business groups and numer- 
ous device owners, the move 
by government to force a 
switch to battery-powered 
leaf blowers has the indus- 
try complaining of increased 
costs and decreased perfor- 
mance under the new regu- 
lations. "My company, I have 
$150,000 to $200,000 worth of 
gas-powered blowers," said 
Goldstein, head of the New 
Jersey landscapers' group. 
"What am I supposed to do, 
throw them in the garbage?" 
New Jersey's proposed bill, 
like others enacted in several 
U.S. cities, would provide fi- 
nancial assistance to the 
industry to defray the cost 
of purchasing new battery- 
powered blowers. 
Cost is not the only concern, 
Goldstein said. "It's retrofit- 
ting your truck to be able 
to charge batteries through- 
out the day," he said. "And 
by doing that, you'd have 
to keep your diesel engine 
running, and that causes 
another issue. This is just a 
terrible idea." 
He also said two-stroke en- 
gines, while less fuel-efficient 
than four-stroke ones, can 
do things that the more ad- 
vanced models can't, such 
as being turned sideways to 
reach into hard-to-access 
places. Maplewood, New 
Jersey Mayor Nancy Adams 
said her community banned 
gas-powered blowers in Jan- 
uary 2023. q 


Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline- 
powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. 
Associated Press 


WHO and Eli Lilly caution patients against falling for fake versions 
of popular weight-loss drugs 


The Associated Press 
The World Health Organiza- 
tion and drugmaker Eli Lilly 
and Co. are warning peo- 
ple to be wary of fake ver- 
sions of popular weight-loss 
and diabetes medicines. 
WHO said Thursday that 
it has fielded several re- 
ports of fake semaglutide 
— the active ingredient 
in Novo Nordisk's Wegovy 
and Ozempic — in all 
geographic regions of the 
world since 2022. 
Lilly said in an open letter 
that it was "deeply con- 
cerned" 
about 
growing 


online sales and social me- 
dia posts involving phony 
or compounded versions 
of tirzepatide, the active 
ingredient behind its drugs 
Mounjaro and Zepbound. 
The 
Indianapolis-based 
company said it was the 
only lawful supplier of those 
drugs, and it does not pro- 
vide tirzepatide to com- 
pounding 
pharmacies, 
wellness centers or online 
retailers. 
Lilly said fake versions of its 
drugs frequently advertised 
or sold online are never 
safe to use. 


Novo Nordisk has issued 
similar warnings in the past 
about its medications. 
WHO said patients can pro- 
tect themselves by using 
prescriptions from licensed 
physicians to buy the medi- 
cations. The agency said 
patients also should avoid 
buying the drugs from un- 
familiar sources. 
Lilly 
said 
any 
products 
marketed 
as 
tirzepatide 
and not Mounjaro or Zep- 
bound were not made by 
the drugmaker and are not 
approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration.q 


This photo combo provided by the FDA shows an authentic 
Ozempic needle, left and a counterfeit needle, right. 
Associated Press 
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By ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE 
Associated Press 
New York Gov. Kathy Ho- 
chul on Thursday signed a 
bill that would allow par- 
ents to block their children 
from getting social media 
posts suggested by a plat- 
form’s algorithm, a move to 
limit feeds critics argue are 
addictive. 
Under the legislation, feeds 
on apps like TikTok and In- 
stagram would be limited 
for people under age 18 to 
posts from accounts they 
follow, rather than content 
suggested by an automat- 
ed algorithm. It would also 
block platforms from send- 
ing minors notifications on 
suggested posts between 
midnight and 6 a.m. 
Both provisions could be 
turned off if a minor gets 
what the bill defines as 
“verifiable parental con- 
sent.” 
The law does not take ef- 
fect 
immediately. 
State 
Attorney 
General 
Letitia 
James is now tasked with 
crafting rules to determine 
mechanisms for verifying 
a user’s age and paren- 
tal consent. After the rules 
are finalized, social media 
companies will have 180 
days to implement the reg- 
ulations. 
“We can protect our kids. 
We can tell the companies 
that you are not allowed to 
do this, you don’t have a 


right to do this, that parents 
should have say over their 
children’s lives and their 
health, not you,” Hochul, 
a Democrat, said at a bill 
signing ceremony in Man- 
hattan. 
The signing is the first step 
in what is expected to be 
a drawn out process of rule 
making, and a probable 
lawsuit from social media 
companies to block the 
law. 
NetChoice, a tech industry 
trade group that includes 
X and Meta, has criticized 
the legislation as unconsti- 
tutional. 
“This is an assault on free 
speech and the open in- 


ternet by the State of New 
York,” Carl Szabo, vice 
president 
and 
general 
counsel of NetChoice, said 
in a statement. “New York 
has created a way for the 
government to track what 
sites people visit and their 
online activity by forcing 
websites to censor all con- 
tent unless visitors provide 
an ID to verify their age.” 
Most of the biggest social 
media platforms send users 
a steady stream of suggest- 
ed 
videos, 
photographs 
and other content, using 
a computer to try and pre- 
dict what will keep users 
entertained and engaged 
for as long as possible. The 


algorithms use a variety of 
factors to curate that con- 
tent, including what a user 
has clicked on before and 
interests of other people 
with similar preferences. 
The bill marks the latest at- 
tempt by a state to regu- 
late social media as part 
of concerns over how chil- 
dren interact with the plat- 
forms. 
California Gov. Gavin New- 
som this week announced 
plans to work with the Leg- 
islature on a bill to restrict 
smartphone usage for stu- 
dents during the school 
day, though he didn’t pro- 
vide exact details on what 
the proposal would include. 


Newsom in 2019 signed a 
bill allowing school districts 
to limit or ban smartphones 
while at school. 
There hasn’t been broad 
legislation on the subject 
at the federal level but it 
is a common point of dis- 
cussion in Washington. This 
week the U.S. surgeon gen- 
eral called on Congress to 
put warning labels on so- 
cial media platforms similar 
to those on cigarettes, cit- 
ing mental health dangers 
for children using the sites. 
Some 
tech 
companies, 
with 
pressure 
mounting, 
have decided to set up 
parental controls on their 
platforms. Last year, Meta, 
the parent company of 
Facebook and Instagram, 
created tools that allowed 
parents to set time limits on 
the apps for children. 
The New York legislation, 
debuted last October, had 
faced major pushback in 
the Legislature from the 
tech industry. 
“Social 
media 
platforms 
manipulate what our chil- 
dren see online to keep 
them 
on 
the 
platforms 
as long as possible,” said 
James, a Democrat who 
pushed for the bill. “The 
more time young people 
spend on social media, 
the more they are at risk of 
developing serious mental 
health concerns.”q 


In this still image taken from video of the Office of the New York Governor, New York Gov. Kathy 
Hochul speaks during a bill signing, in New York, Thursday, June 20, 2024. 


Associated Press 


New York moves to limit ‘addictive’ social media feeds for kids 


GRAND RAPIDS, Minn. (AP) 
— The Minnesota home- 
town of Judy Garland, the 


actress who wore a pair of 
ruby slippers in “The Wizard 
of Oz,” is raising money to 


Ruby slippers once worn by Judy Garland in the “The Wizard of 
Oz,” are displayed at a news conference, Sept. 4, 2018, at the 
FBI office in Brooklyn Center, Minn. 


Associated Press 


Judy Garland’s hometown is raising funds to purchase stolen 
‘Wizard of Oz’ ruby slippers 


purchase the prized foot- 
wear after it was stolen 
from a local museum and 
then later turned over to an 
auction company. 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 
where the late actress was 
born in 1922, is fundraising 
at its annual Judy Garland 
festival, which kicks off 
Thursday. The north Min- 
nesota town is soliciting 
donations to bring the slip- 
pers back after an auction 
company takes them on 
an international tour be- 
fore offering them up to 
prospective buyers in De- 
cember. 
“They could sell for $1 mil- 
lion, they could sell for $10 
million. They’re priceless,” 
Joe Maddalena, Heritage 


Auctions 
executive 
vice 
president, 
told 
Minne- 
sota Public Radio. “Once 
they’re gone, all the mon- 
ey in the world can’t buy 
them back.” 
The funds will supplement 
the $100,000 set aside this 
year by Minnesota law- 
makers to purchase the 
slippers. 
Dallas-based 
Heritage 
Auctions received the slip- 
pers from Michael Shaw, 
the memorabilia collector 
who originally owned the 
iconic shoes. Shaw had 
loaned them in 2005 to the 
Judy Garland Museum in 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota. 
That 
summer, 
someone 
smashed through a display 
case and stole the sequins- 


and-beads-bedazzled slip- 
pers. Their whereabouts re- 
mained a mystery until the 
FBI recovered them in 2018. 
The man who stole the slip- 
pers, Terry Jon Martin, 76, 
pleaded guilty in October 
to theft of a major artwork, 
admitting to using a ham- 
mer to smash the glass of 
the museum’s door and 
display case in what his at- 
torney said was an attempt 
to pull off “one last score” 
after turning away from a 
life of crime. He was sen- 
tenced in January to time 
served because of his poor 
health. 
In March, a second man, 
76-year-old Jerry Hal Saliter- 
man, was charged in con- 
nection with the theft. q 
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LONDON (AP) — Two cli- 
mate activists were ar- 
rested Thursday after cut- 
ting through a fence at a 
London airport and spray- 
painting private jets or- 
ange. 
Essex 
police 
said 
two 
women were arrested in 
a private area of London 
Stansted Airport on suspi- 
cion of criminal damage 
and interference with the 
use or operation of nation- 
al infrastructure. 
Environmental group Just 
Stop Oil posted video of 
someone cutting through a 
security fence followed by 
a clip of a woman using a 


fire extinguisher to spray or- 
ange paint on at least two 
private jets. 
An airport spokesperson 
said the incident was three 
miles (5 kilometers) from the 
main terminal and police 
said there was no threat 
the public. 
The airfield, 30 miles (50 ki- 
lometers) northeast of cen- 
tral London, is the city’s 
third busiest airport and is 
often used by government 
officials and visiting world 
leaders including U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden. 
Just Stop Oil said the airfield 
was where Taylor Swift’s jet 
was parked, but Essex po- 


lice said the pop star’s air- 
craft was not at the airport. 
Swift is doing three shows 
at London’s Wembley Sta- 
dium from Friday through 
Sunday. The arrests come 
a day after two of the 
group’s activists were de- 
tained for spraying orange 
paint on Stonehenge. 
Just Stop Oil is one of many 
environmental 
groups 
around Europe that have 
received attention and 
blowback for disrupting 
sporting events, splashing 
paint and food on famous 
works of art and interrupt- 
ing traffic to draw attention 
to global warming.q 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) 
— Over the course of more 
than a dozen years at the 
top of Dutch politics, Mark 
Rutte got to know a thing or 
two about finding consensus 
among fractious coalition 
partners. Now he’s on track 
to bring the experience of 
leading four Dutch multiparty 
governments to the interna- 
tional stage as NATO’s new 
secretary general. 
On Thursday, Romania’s presi- 
dent withdrew from the race 
for the alliance’s top job, leav- 
ing Rutte the only remaining 
candidate and all but certain 
to head the world’s biggest 
military organization from 
October. 
Rutte’s appointment could be 
sealed by a meeting of NATO 
ambassadors in the coming 
days, or when President Joe 
Biden and his NATO coun- 
terparts meet for a summit 
in Washington on July 9-11. 
The secretary general chairs 
meetings and guide some- 
times delicate consultations 
among the 32 NATO member 
countries to ensure that an 
organization that operates 
on consensus can continue 
to function. The NATO leader 
also ensures that decisions are 
put into action and speak on 
behalf of all members. 
Even before taking over from 
Jens Stoltenberg, Rutte has 


been put to the test. Secur- 
ing the job of NATO chief 
required all of Rutte’s diplo- 
matic skills as he convinced 
doubters, including Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
and Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, to back his 
candidacy. 
“It took a very long time. It’s 
a complicated process, but 
it’s an honor that it appears 
to have happened,” Rutte 
told reporters in The Hague 
before riding his bicycle away 
from work. 
A former NATO spokesper- 
son said Rutte was a good fit 
for the job. “Like Stoltenberg, 


Rutte is a pragmatist and one 
of the few European politi- 
cians to have developed a 
good working relationship 
not just with Joe Biden, but 
also with Donald Trump. That 
could prove a key asset for 
NATO after the November US 
presidential election,” said 
Oana Lungescu, a former 
chief NATO spokesperson. 
Rutte “is seen as a safe pair 
of hands to lead NATO in 
turbulent times, just as Stol- 
tenberg has done for the last 
decade,” Lungescu, now a 
Fellow with the defense and 
security think tank, the Royal 
United Services Institute, told 


The Associated Press. 
From history scholar to business 
manager to politicsA history 
graduate and former human 
resources manager at con- 
sumer products multinational 
Unilever, Rutte became prime 
minister of the Netherlands 
for the first time in October, 
2010. He quit last July as his 
four-party coalition wrangled 
over how to rein in migration. 
Although he has been one 
of Europe’s top politicians for 
years, Rutte has remained 
down to earth. 
He can often be seen riding his 
bicycle around his hometown 
of The Hague, or walking from 


his office to a meeting eating 
an apple. When he handed in 
his government’s resignation 
to King Willem-Alexander last 
year, he drove to an ornate 
royal palace in a Saab sta- 
tion wagon. 
On Thursday, he posed in 
jeans, a white shirt and sun- 
glasses for selfies with people 
outside his office while sitting 
on his bicycle. 
While he was Dutch prime 
minister, Rutte was a strong 
supporter of Ukraine and its 
right to defend itself after Rus- 
sia’s 2022 invasion. Under his 
leadership, the Netherlands 
pledged military hardware to 
Kyiv including Leopard tanks 
and F-16 fighter jets. 
He said the war on Europe’s 
eastern flank was one of the 
reasons for seeking the job 
as NATO chief. 
“With everything that hap- 
pened in Ukraine and the 
instability in the world and 
a number of people who 
thought I could maybe do 
it, you can’t just push that to 
one side,” he said. “And it is, 
of course, an unbelievably 
interesting job.” 
Rutte’s political career hasn’t 
been all smooth sailing Rutte 
bounced back from a number 
of scandals while in office in 
the Netherlands. He was so 
adept at preventing political 
stains sticking to him that he 
earned the nickname Teflon 
Mark. q 


NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte during 
arrivals for a NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Monday, June 14, 2021. 


Associated Press 


‘Teflon Mark’ Rutte set to bring consensus-building skills from Dutch 
politics as next NATO chief 


In this photo released by “Just Stop Oil”, an activist poses next 
to private airplane sprayed with orange paint at the Stansted 
Airport, Britain, Thursday, June 20, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Climate activists arrested for spray-painting private jets orange at 
London airport 
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By OLEG CETINIC and 
ELISE MORTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The alleged rape 
of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in 
a suspected antisemitic at- 
tack has sent shockwaves 
throughout France, and thrust 
concerns about antisemitism 
to the forefront of campaign- 
ing for the country’s legislative 
elections. The National Rally 
party, which has tried to shed 
historical links to antisemitism, 
has its first real chance of form- 
ing a government if it comes 
out on top of the two-round 
elections that end July 7, as 
polls forecast. It would be the 
first far-right force to lead a 
French government since the 
Nazi occupation. 
Far-left figures, meanwhile, 
have faced accusations of 
antisemitism linked to their 
response to Hamas’ Oct. 7 
attack on Israel and the ensu- 
ing war. Concerns came to 
the fore after two adolescent 
boys in a Paris suburb were 
given preliminary charges this 
week of raping a 12-year-old 
girl and religion-motivated 
violence, according to pros- 
ecutors. Lawyer and Jewish 
leader Elie Korchia told French 
broadcaster BFM that the girl 
is Jewish and that the word 
Palestine was mentioned dur- 


ing the attack. Politicians from 
all sides were quick to com- 
ment on the attack, which 
elicited widespread shock 
and concern, notably after 
a surge in antisemitic acts in 
France since the start of the 
Israel-Hamas war. 
France has the largest Jew- 
ish population in Europe, but 
given its own World War II 
collaboration with the Nazis, 
antisemitic acts today open 
old scars. France also has 
the largest Muslim popula- 


tion in western Europe, and 
anti-Muslim acts have risen 
in recent years. 
On Wednesday evening, 
hundreds of people gathered 
in front of Paris City Hall to 
protest antisemitism. Many 
in the crowd were holding 
placards, including some 
bearing the slogan “raped 
because she’s Jewish.” 
Further protests are planned 
for Thursday evening at Place 
de la Bastille. 
French Prime Minister Gabriel 


Attal wrote on X that the girl 
was “raped because she’s 
Jewish,” identifying it as an an- 
tisemitic attack, while French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
called on schools to hold a 
“discussion hour” on racism 
and antisemitism. 
Jordan Bardella, president of 
the National Rally, said that if 
elected he would “fight the 
antisemitism that has been 
plaguing France since Oct. 
7.” In the wake of reports 
of the attack, Bardella an- 


nounced that his party was 
withdrawing support for one 
of its candidates over an an- 
tisemitic message on social 
media posted in 2018. 
His predecessor as party presi- 
dent and the National Rally’s 
2022 presidential candidate, 
Marine Le Pen, accused the 
“extreme left” of “stigmatiza- 
tion of Jews” and of “instru- 
mentalizing” the Israel-Hamas 
conflict. Leftist leader Jean- 
Luc Mélenchon denounced 
“antisemitic racism,” though 
the France Unbowed party 
which he formerly led has 
itself faced accusations of 
antisemitism linked to the 
Israel-Hamas war. 
Although the alleged rape 
has heightened tensions re- 
garding antisemitism in France 
before the June 30 and July 
7 two-round parliamentary 
election, it is far from a new 
issue in French politics. 
More than 180,000 people 
across France, including 
100,000 in Paris, marched in 
November to protest rising 
antisemitism in the wake of 
Israel’s ongoing war against 
Hamas in Gaza — the big- 
gest gathering to denounce 
antisemitism in France since a 
1990 demonstration against 
the desecration of a Jewish 
cemetery. q 


By FÉLIX MÁRQUEZ and ME- 
GAN JANETSKY 
Associated Press 
VERACRUZ, Mexico (AP) — 
When the nursing home in 
southern Mexico began to 
bake in the country’s on- 
going heat wave, staff cy- 
cled their elderly residents 
through the few cooling 
options they had. 
First, some would sit in front 
of fans buzzing in the swel- 
tering heat of Veracruz. 
Then they’d be moved in 
front of the building’s few 
treasured air conditioning 
units. Then it was back to 
the record-breaking tem- 
peratures roiling the Vera- 
cruz state. 
Anything to get through 
the climate change-fueled 
heat wave, which has left 
much of Mexico grappling 


with the mounting human 
toll of the heat. 
“We have never before 
experienced a heat wave 
this intense, this powerful, 
this pervasive and this per- 


sistent,” said María Teresa 
Mendoza, director of the 
Cogra nursing home, op- 
erating for decades in the 
port of Veracruz. “This heat 
wave has killed many peo- 


ple here in Veracruz.” 
At least 125 people in 
the Latin American na- 
tion have died due to the 
heat this year, according 
to data from the country’s 
health ministry. More than 
2,300 more have suffered 
heat stroke, dehydration 
and sunburns. 
The heat deaths and larg- 
er ripple effects in Mexico 
have 
underscored 
the 
disproportionate 
effects 
climate change and ris- 
ing global temperatures 
are having on some of the 
world’s most vulnerable. 
Victims in Veracruz have 
made up nearly a third of 
the deaths as tempera- 
tures have reached 100 
degrees in the humid Mexi- 
can gulf state. Caregivers 
like Mendoza have been 


left scrambling to ease the 
suffering of her patients. 
On 
Sunday, 
Mendoza 
stood in front of a group 
of elderly women in rock- 
ing chairs, many with their 
heads nodding downward 
due to the heat, which was 
hardly pierced by a set 
of fans rotating in front of 
them. 
“We’re going to drink a bit 
of water. Sounds good?” 
she said. “Those are my 
girls.” 
The heat has had cascad- 
ing effects across Mexico. 
Howler monkeys and tropi- 
cal birds have dropped 
dead from trees in southern 
Mexico. Residents scram- 
ble to fill up jugs of water, 
concerned about the heat 
compounding 
ongoing 
drought. q 


Anti far-left protesters display a banner that reads, “antisemitism is not a campaign promise” next 
to the entrance where the media conference will take place of the leaders of France left-wing 
parties for the upcoming election in Paris, Friday, June 14, 2024. 


Associated Press 


As France reels from the rape of a Jewish girl, antisemitism comes 
to the fore in election campaign 


Pedro Murillo, a diver, jumps into the sea amid the heat in 
Veracruz, Mexico, Saturday, June 15, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Heat wave claims lives of at least 125 in Mexico this year, hitting 
country’s most vulnerable 
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Aruba’s Bocas: home to the rarest fossil reefs on the planet! 


(Oranjestad)— 
If 
you’ve 
been to the northern coast 
of Aruba already, you’ve 
probably noticed how the 
ground differs entirely from 
the sandy beaches on the 
southern part of the island. 
These hard surfaces, with 
sharp bumps and holes 
are actually fossilized coral 
reefs, of which its growth 
and 
changes 
can 
be 
traced back to the last gla- 
cial period. 


On May 30 2023, geosci- 
entists, Dr. Patrick Boyden 
from the Marum research 


faculty at the University of 
Bremen, Prof. dr. Alessio 
Rovere from the Ca' Fosc- 
ari University of Venice and 
Prof. dr. Gianfranco Scic- 
chitano, from the University 
of Bari Aldo Moro, present- 
ed their research on these 
fossilized coral reefs at the 
University of Aruba. Their 
focus for their research in- 
cluded studying the health 
and formation patterns of 
these coral reefs, and to 
investigate how these reefs 
have responded and can 
respond to fluctuating sea 
levels or extreme weather, 


like hurricanes and tsuna- 
mis. 


Through underwater and 
land surveillance, and 3D 
models of the reefs, they 
were able to narrow down 
when 
these 
formations 
started to take place. They 
were also able to track the 
fluctuation of sea levels 
during the past hundred or 
even thousands of years, 
and the effects that this 
fluctuation has had on the 
coral reefs of the windward 
side of Aruba. 


These findings can certainly 
put things into perspective. 
The ground on which we 
have walked many times 
in the northern part of the 
island hold such rich history, 
history that dates back to 
a time that most of us can- 
not even imagine. As the 
scientists themselves have 
pointed out, these fossilized 
reefs on the windward side 
are truly an incredible and 
rare remnant of geologi- 
cal history, as they provide 
a clear view of how these 
reefs have formed. 


This research is also im- 
portant for the future of 
coral reefs on the island. 
By studying rising sea lev- 
els and climate impact on 
these coral reefs, we are 
able to take concrete ac- 
tion in protecting and pre- 
serving our coral reefs. So, if 
you are ever visiting one of 
the bocas or driving along 
the northern part of the is- 
land, please be conscious 
to help protect our natu- 
ral historical remnant. Oh, 
and wear (coral-friendly) 
sunscreen!q 


Starting on July 1, 2024, a $20 Sustainability Fee will be charged to tourists 


Through a post on the social me- 
dia platform Facebook, the page 
“Aruba” announced yesterday that 
starting on July 1, 2024, a $20 Sustain- 
ability Fee will be charged to visitors 
coming to Aruba. This information 
caused a stir on social media, where 
tourists began sharing and reacting 
to the news. 


Starting July 1, 2024, 
Aruba will implement a $20 sustain- 
ability fee for visitors arriving on the 
island by air. This fee will support a 
series of projects aimed at improve- 
ments and sustainability efforts on 
the island. Those exempt from this 
fee are: residents, children under 8 
years old, visitors who have already 


paid the fee earlier this year, Aruba 
students who can prove they are 
studying at a foreign educational 
institution, and those who have been 
residents for the past 8 years. The 
sustainability fee will be collected 
through the online platform (ED) 
while completing the entry card for 
Aruba,” the statement noted. 


As of yesterday, the post had more 
than 200 comments and 100 shares. 
Some commenters expressed their 
approval of this initiative, saying, “I 
trust that the Government of Aruba 
will make good use of this for the 
benefit of the island. I have been 
visiting Aruba for 35 years and hope 
that costs will not rise.”q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or 
still enjoying your vacation?... we 
would like to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba 


to me is ……. Send your picture 
with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, text 


or any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes without 
compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! 


Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Divi Aruba 
Phoenix Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. The honorees were re- 
spectively honored with a certifi- 
cate for their years of visits, loyalty, 
and love for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is pre- 
sented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of apprecia- 
tion and to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests who have visited Aruba 10, 
20, or 35 years or more consecu- 
tively. 


The three levels of honor are as fol- 
lows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors 
Mr. Donald & Mrs. Linda Durant 
from Rochester Hills Michigan, Unit- 
ed States. 


Mr. 
Jorgino 
Willems 
represent- 
ing the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
and staff members of Divi Aruba 
Phoenix Beach Resort bestowed 
the certificate upon the honorees, 
presented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation desti- 
nation, as their home away from 
home. 


The top reasons for returning to 
Aruba provided by the honorees 
were: 
•	 
Aruba’s people 
•	 
Aruba’s beaches. 
•	 
Aruba’s weather. 
•	 
Aruba’s restaurants. 
•	 
“Happy Island” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, we would like to express our 


sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know! 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba is a melting pot of different nationalities, cultures 
and languages. Primarily for this reason, the average Aruban can un- 
derstand and speak Dutch, English and Spanish relatively well. Howev- 
er, as much as we pride ourselves in being able to communicate with 
almost everyone, we cherish our native tongue Papiamento above all 
else. Want to learn some common words in our language? Here are a 
few basic words and phrases that can get you a hat tip from an Aruban. 


When you arrive at the airport in Aruba, one of the first words in Papia- 
mento you may encounter is “Bon bini.” Bon bini in Papiamento means 
welcome, and is probably the most famous Papiamento word for tourists. 


Hi! Bye! 
To be fair, there is no unique way to say “hello” in Papiamento. At least, 
not officially. We often just use the English “hello” or “hey”, or Dutch “hal- 
lo” to greet someone. We do however, always follow it up with “con 
bay?” or “con ta?” Con bay is a shortened version of “con ta bay?”, 
which essentially means “how are you?” 


The word “con” in Papiamento means “how?” and is pronounced with 
a rounder “o” sounds, like in the English word “cone”. “Ta bay” refers to 
how you are doing. 


When we say goodbye, we use the word “ayo” (not like the Ayo Rock 
Formation, but also…kinda?). We may also use “te oro”, which means 
“see you later”. 


Greetings during the day 
Most, if not all, languages have different ways to greet according to the 
time of day, and Papiamento is no different. Since Papiamento is heavily 


influences from Portuguese and Spanish, some of these phrases may look 
very familiar. 
1.	 Bon dia is used in the morning, up to about noon. Bon dia essentially 
means good morning. The word “bon” means “good”, and while 
“dia” does not directly mean “morning” in English, it is used often to 
refer to the morning time. 
2.	 Bon tardi. In the afternoon to early evening hours, we use “bon tardi” 
to greet people, which means “good afternoon”. “Tardi” actually 
comes from the word “atardi”, which directly translates to “after- 
noon”. However, the shortened “tardi” is used to keep the rhythm on 
the phrase. And the same could be said for our last greeting of the 
day. 
3.	 Bon nochi. You guessed it, “bon nochi” means “good night”. Just like 
“tardi”, “nochi” is actually the shortened version of the word “ano- 
chi”. 
Yes…no…maybe? 
The affirmative and negative expression is very simple in Papiamento. 
Just like Spanish, our yeses are “si” and our no’s are “no”. Pretty easy 
right? If you want to gain some extra points from younger locals, you 
can also say “se”, which is a more casual affirmative used mostly by the 
younger generation. However, do note: some older generations may 
find this improper and not respectful, so keep that in mind. 


Thanks man… 
Lastly, a word that we can also say more often is “danki”, which means 
literally “thank you”. “Danki” is derived from the Dutch word “bedankt”. 
Though we don’t really have a translation for “I appreciate it” in English, 
we do use “masha danki” to convey the message. “Masha” means “a 
lot” or “very”, so “masha danki” means “thank you very much”. q 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vaca- 
tion picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 


news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation 
memory. Isn’t that a special 
way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba To- 
day Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 


Last but not least: check out 
our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you 
for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day 
again. 


For today we received a 
lovely message from Shikha 
Dixit from Washington, DC, 
USA. 


She wrote to us saying: “Aru- 
ba to me is a dreamland to 
celebrate. Here I am to Cel- 


ebrate my 50th birthday.” 


We wish you a very happy 
birthday Shikha! 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q 


Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, the customs 
department at the airport intercepts many 
tourists leaving the island with seashells, 
white sand and/or corals as souvenirs. 


Conforming to the international treaty of 
CITES and our local law which protects 
our Flora & Fauna, it is absolutely prohib- 
ited to take any seashell, sand and coral 
outside of Aruba. This is to protect our en- 
vironment. The high number of seashells, 
coral and amount of sand confiscated is 
very strange and it is suspected that our 
own locals are the ones selling these to the 
tourists, which is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the airport, you can 
also face a fine that they have to pay be- 


fore leaving. This is surely not a pleasant 
experience for the tourist. This also leads 
to a negative reaction which can put our 
tourism in a negative light. 
Though we love to accommodate our 
visitors, let’s all give nature the respect it 
deserves by protecting our environment. 
Stop collecting seashells, white sand and 
corals from our shores and stop buying or 
accepting these from local sellers or com- 
panies. 


We want our future generations and visitors 
to enjoy the beauty of our beaches, shells 
and corals in a sustainable way, without 
destroying or disrupting the Aruban eco- 
system. Help us protect what is ours! q 
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Episode CXXXV 135 - Ancient technics & Art 


NOORD — Our weekly col- 
umn ‘Island Insight’ reveals 
and uncovers interesting 
information and amazing 
stories along the way. In 
this episode we are going 
to refer to ancient technics 
in art. 


Our goal is to keep ancient 
techniques and methods 
alive and to incorporate 
cultural philosophies into 
this form of works that are 
using their own cultural ac- 
countability, a philosophi- 
cal tenet that still allows their 
motive and ambition to be 
shown. 
Traditional 
crafts 
are perhaps the most tan- 


gible manifestation of the 
intangible cultural heritage 
of a people. Safeguarding 
must be aimed primarily 
at encouraging artisans to 
continue to manufacture 
their products and pass on 
their knowledge and skills 
to others, particularly within 
their communities. 


There are numerous ex- 
pressions within traditional 
crafts, from tools, clothing, 
accessories, containers, rit- 
ual objects, musical instru- 
ments, etc. Some of these 
expressions can become a 
legacy that is transmitted 
from generation to gen- 


eration. The techniques re- 
quired to create craft ob- 
jects are as varied as the 
objects 
themselves 
and 
can range from delicate 
and painstaking work to 
rough chores such as mak- 
ing a sturdy basket or thick 
blanket. 


Etnia Nativa persists in an 
ancestral technique teach- 
ing how to work raw clay for 
example, in the native way 
as our ancestors did. It is a 
whole process that begins 
by guiding the participants 
to specific places where 
even the clay is preserved 
intact, thus they learn to 


identify the best raw mate- 
rial and to distinguish high- 
quality material from the 
rest of the earth. Once this 
raw material is extracted, 
they are guided towards a 
work of purification of the 
dry material. Next, when 
adding water, the cleaning 
and detoxification begins 
to end in dehydration and 
have the raw clay in your 
hands. 


As with other forms of intan- 
gible cultural heritage, glo- 
balization creates serious 
obstacles to the survival of 
traditional forms of crafts. 
Mass production often sup- 
plies the goods necessary 
for daily life at a lower cost 


of time and money than 
manual production. Also, 
environmental 
and 
cli- 
matic pressures influence 
traditional crafts and the 
deforestation of land dimin- 
ishes the abundance of the 
main natural resources and 
supply. Even when handi- 
craft becomes cottage in- 
dustry, larger-scale produc- 
tion can cause harm to the 
environment. 


Did you say you love Aru- 
ba its origins and cultural 
heritage? Than this pri- 
vate encounter with our 
columnist 
anthropologist 
is just something for you. 
Sessions created in a gor- 
geous setting for visitors 
with special interests. Ap- 
pointment is required. etni- 
anativa03@gmail.com or 
WhatsApp at 297 592 2702 
for an exclusive and insid- 
ers’ experience.q 


Article by: Etnia Nativa 


Etnia Nativa is close to the high rise hotels 


Whatsapp us +297 592 2702 and book 
your Aruban exprerience 


Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our “Dorado” 


(Oranjestad)—If you’re ever 
planning on snorkeling dur- 
ing your vacation on Aruba, 
you may spot fish that you 
can’t recognize. One of 
these may be the “Dorado”, 
a common fish that swims 
all year long in the waters 
of Aruba. Here’s some infor- 
mation about the beloved 
Dorado. 


Dorado has many different 
names it can be referred to. 


Dral, Dorao, Drals, Drado, are 
some of them in Papiamen- 
to. In English, it is also called 
Mahi Mahi, Dolphinfish, or Do- 
rado. It's a good example to 
reflect on why there can be 
many names. The same fish 
becomes known by different 
common names, why? Com- 
mon names come only when 
a group of people, to under- 
stand each other, assign a 
name to a fish. Mahi Mahi, 
for example, comes from Ha- 


waii and means "very strong". 
Dorado is based on Spanish 
and refers to the golden yel- 
low color that the fish shines 
with under the sun. Why it's 
called Dolphinfish in Eng- 
lish is not well defined and 
while there are several stories 
around this, none have been 
confirmed. 


Dorado is found in all tropi- 
cal to subtropical oceans 
around the world. Dorado 
is very popular both for rec- 
reational fishing and for con- 
sumption. It is known among 
fishermen as an exciting 
catch and a fish that puts 
up a good fight. Its meat is 
very good for consumption 
and it is also commercially 
fished for that reason. 


They grow very fast, up to 


2.7 inches (almost 7 cm) 
per week. They can live up 
to a maximum of 5 years al- 
though very few reach that 
age. Most become adults 
within 1 year but many be- 
come reproductive after just 
5 or 6 months and reproduce 
very quickly too. 
They live in open water on 
the surface most of the time. 
Many fish seek them around 
sushi lines or floating objects 
on the sea. Often you will find 
a group landing together 
and if you keep a male on 
the line, often the others will 
stay close or can keep the 
group interested by giving 
shrimp or squid. 


Description: 
Dorado has a distinctive 
body. It has a large tail and 
its long, flat body ends in a 


large blunt head. Its color 
of yellow and green or blue 
makes it immediately rec- 
ognizable, even with small 
variations in these colors. 


Dorado has clear differences 
between adult females and 
males. The male is larger 
and can easily reach 50 to 
80 pounds and has a much 
flatter head compared to 
the female. Therefore, male 
Dorados are also called "bull 
Dorado". 


Dorado can be found in our 
waters around the island all 
year round, but there are 
periods when it is easier to 
find than others. q 


Source: The Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock, and 
Fisheries (Santa Rosa). 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 1) 


(Oranjestad)—Have you ever felt confused 
when you’re driving on the highways or back- 
streets of Aruba? Then we present a simple 
guide to some of the basic rules of Aruban traf- 
fic, along with some tips for things to look out 
for. 


Speed limit 
Legally, the speed limit on the four-lane high- 
ways is 80 km/h. This speed limit also counts 
for the main roads that are connected to the 
highways. The minimum speed is 50 km/h. Most 
people drive around 60 km/h on the main roads 
and about 70 km/h on the highways. There are 
also areas that indicate a speed limit on a sign; 
these are usually around populated and school 
areas. 


The four-lane highways contain the left-lane, 
also known as the “fast” lane for each direction. 
Here is where vehicles can drive up to the maxi- 
mum speed. However, legally it is not permit- 
ted to drive for long periods of time on the left 
lane. This lane is primarily designed for drivers to 
switch lanes before a roundabout, for example, 
if your exit on the roundabout is on your far left. 
The general lane to drive in—both at maximum 
and minimum speed—is on the right lane. 


Roundabouts 
Speaking of roundabouts, it is important to 
know where you have to enter and drive on 
the roundabout to make your exit. A good rule 
of thumb is to count the exits starting from your 
right side. So, exit 1 would be on your right; exit 
2 would be straight ahead; exit 3 would be on 
your far left and exit 4 would lead to the road 
paralleled to the one you’re on, heading in the 
other direction. 


Most roundabouts have these 4 exits, so they 
are relatively simple. When you’re driving on 
the four-lane highway, it is important to know 
when to switch to the left lane to make your 
exit: if your exit is on your far left (exit 3), then 


you need to switch to the left lane on the high 
way before nearing the roundabout so you can 
take the path that leads you directly to your 
exit. If your exit is on your right or if you’re go- 
ing straight ahead, you can keep driving in the 
right lane of the highway. 


It’s also important to know that vehicles about 
to enter the roundabout must yield to those al- 
ready on it. A good rule of thumb is to look out if 
someone is coming from your left side. 


However, other roundabouts can be quite 
tricky to navigate… 


Watty Vos Boulevard (the “paperclip” round- 
about) 
Probably the biggest roundabout on the island, 
the “paperclip” roundabout on the Watty Vos 
Boulevard is one of the trickier roundabouts 
that 
could—and 
has—caused 
confused 
among both tourists and locals. However, once 
you take a good look at it, it’s fairly simple. The 


basis is just the same as a regular roundabout 
(left exit? left lane! etc.), but instead of having 
four different exits like on a regular roundabout, 
now you have two extra; one on the right and 
the other on the left side of the roundabout. The 
rules don’t change at all, you just have to keep 
an extra eye open. 


Airport roundabout 
Ah, yes. The infamous airport roundabout. The 
favorite roundabout amongst local, because 
of its easy (hard) lanes that never (always) 
cause confusion among drivers. Sarcasm aside, 
this roundabout can be tricky to enter, espe- 
cially when you’re driving from the direction of 
the airport heading. When you’re driving away 
from the airport reaching the roundabout, 
you’ll be faced with three lanes. The far right 
lane is to take the exit 1 out heading east (right 
lane of highway). The middle exit is used for exit 
1 (left lane of highway), 2 and 3. The far left exit 
is used to only exit on exit 3 (left lane of high- 
way) and 4. 


“Las Americas” roundabout 
The Las Americas roundabout is located near 
the Talk of the Town hotel, west from the airport 
roundabout. This roundabout may look like a 
regular roundabout—and for the most part, it 
is. However, when you are driving from the east 
going in the direction of town, please take note 
that there are two exits on your right. 


When you’re driving towards this roundabout, 
you’ll notice that the road becomes wider, split- 
ting into two lanes. The right lane is used to take 
the first and second exit on the right. If you want 
to exit straight ahead, you must drive on the left 
lane! 


It’s always scary to drive in new places where 
the traffic may look and work differently, but 
once you get it right once, you’ll get the hang 
of it in no time. Additionally, all roundabouts 
and roads on Aruba have signs and arrows 
painted on the road to help guide you. So take 
your time, keep your eyes open and don’t for- 
get to wear a seat belt! q 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - June 25 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle : Tel.587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
Amazon is shifting from the 
plastic air pillows used for 
packaging in North America 
to recycled paper because 
it’s more environmentally 
sound, and it says paper 
just works better. 
The company said Thursday 
that it’s already replaced 95% 
of the plastic air pillows with 
paper filler in North America 
and is working toward com- 
plete removal by year’s end. 
“We want to ensure that 
customers receive their items 
undamaged, while using as 
little packaging as possible 
to avoid waste, and priori- 
tizing recyclable materials,” 
Amazon said. 
It is the company’s largest 
plastic packaging reduction 
effort in North America to 
date and will remove almost 
15 billion plastic air pillows 
from use annually. 
Almost all customer deliver- 
ies for Prime Day this year, 
which happens next month, 
will contain plastic no air pil- 
lows, according to Amazon. 
The e-commerce giant has 
faced years of criticism about 
its use of plastic from envi- 
ronmental groups, including 
a nonprofit called Oceana, 
which has been releasing its 
own reports on Amazon’s use 
of plastic packaging. 
Matt Littlejohn, senior vice 
president of strategic initia- 
tives at Oceana, said that 
Amazon’s efforts to reduce 
plastic packaging is wel- 
come news, but that there’s 
still more that the company 
can do. 
“While this is a significant step 
forward for the company, 
Amazon needs to build on 
this momentum and fulfill its 
multiyear commitment to 
transition its North America 
fulfillment centers away from 
plastic,” Littlejohn said in a 
prepared statement. “Then, 
the company should expand 
these efforts and also push 
innovations like reusable 
packaging to move away 
from single-use packaging 
everywhere it sells and ships.” 
There has also been broad 
support among Amazon in- 
vestors who have urged the 
company to outline how will 
will reduce waste. 
The company disclosed 
the total of single-use plas- 


The Amazon logo is seen, June 15, 2023, at the Vivatech show in Paris. 


Associated Press 


So long plastic air pillows: Amazon shifting to 
recycled paper filling for packages in North America 


tic across global operations 
for the first time in 2022 after 
investors sought more details 
on plans to reduce waste. 
The company said that it 
used 85,916 metric tons of 
single-use plastic that year, 
an 11.6% decrease from 
2021. 
Amazon began transition 
away from plastic air pillows 
in October at an automated 
fulfillment center in Ohio. The 
company said that it was 
able to test and learn at the 
center there, which helped 
it move quickly on transition- 
ing to recycled paper filling. 
The transition process includ- 
ed changing out machinery 
and training employees on 
new systems and machines. 
Amazon discovered through 
testing that the paper filler, 
which is made from 100% 


recyclable content and 
is curbside recyclable, of- 
fers the same, if not better 
protection during shipping 
compared with plastic air 
pillows, the company said. 
Christian Garcia, who works 
at Amazon’s fulfillment cen- 
ter in Bakersfield, California, 
said in a release that the pa- 
per filler is easier to work with 
and that the machinery gives 
staff more space so that it’s 
easier to pack orders. 
Ongoing efforts to reduce 
waste include a campaign 
to ship items without any 
additional packaging, the 
company said. In 2022, 11% 
of all of Amazon’s packages 
shipped worldwide were 
without 
added 
delivery 
packaging. 
Other efforts include pilot- 
ing new technology with 


artificial intelligence and 
robotics company Glacier 
to use AI-powered robots to 
automate the sorting of recy- 
clables and collect real-time 
data on recycling streams for 
companies. It’s also partner- 
ing with the U.S. Department 
of Energy on new materials 
and recycling programs.q 
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By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Sutherland, the Canadian 
actor whose wry, arrest- 
ingly off-kilter screen pres- 
ence spanned more than 
half a century of films from 
“M.A.S.H.” to “The Hunger 
Games,” has died. He was 88. 
Sutherland died Thursday 
in Miami after a long illness, 
according to a statement 
from Creative Artists Agency, 
which represented him. 
Kiefer Sutherland said on X 
he believed his father was 
one of the most important 
actors in the history of film: 
“Never daunted by a role, 
good, bad or ugly. He loved 
what he did and did what he 
loved, and one can never 
ask for more than that.” 
The tall and gaunt Suther- 
land, who flashed a grin that 
could be sweet or diabolical, 
was known for offbeat char- 
acters like Hawkeye Pierce in 
Robert Altman’s “M.A.S.H.,” 
the hippie tank commander 
in “Kelly’s Heroes” and the 
stoned professor in “Animal 
House.” 
“Donald was a giant, not 
only physically but as a tal- 
ent,” Sutherland’s “M.A.S.H.” 
co-star Elliott Gould said in a 
statement to The Associated 
Press as many paid tribute. 
“He was also enormously kind 
and generous.” 
Before transitioning into a 
long career as a respected 
character actor, Sutherland 
epitomized the unpredict- 
able, antiestablishment cin- 
ema of the 1970s. He never 
stopped working, appearing 
in nearly 200 films and series. 
Over the decades, Suther- 
land showed his range in 
more buttoned-down but 
still eccentric roles in Robert 
Redford’s “Ordinary People” 
and Oliver Stone’s “JFK.” 
More, recently, he starred 
in the “Hunger Games” films. 
A memoir, “Made Up, But 
Still True,” is due out in No- 
vember. 
“I love to work. I passionately 
love to work,” Sutherland told 
Charlie Rose in 1998. “I love 
to feel my hand fit into the 
glove of some other char- 
acter. I feel a huge freedom 
time stops for me. I’m not as 
crazy as I used to be, but I’m 
still a little crazy.” 
Born in St. John, New Bruns- 


wick, 
Donald 
McNichol 
Sutherland was the son of a 
salesman and a mathemat- 
ics teacher. Raised in Nova 
Scotia, he was a disc jockey 
with his own radio station at 
age 14. 
“When I was 13 or 14, I re- 
ally thought everything I felt 
was wrong and dangerous, 
and that God was going to 
kill me for it,” Sutherland told 
The New York Times in 1981. 
“My father always said, ‘Keep 
your mouth shut, Donnie, and 
maybe people will think you 
have character.’” 
Sutherland began as an engi- 
neering student at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto but switched 
to English and started acting 
in school theatrical produc- 
tions. While studying, he met 
Lois Hardwick, an aspiring ac- 
tress. They married in 1959 but 
divorced seven years later. 
After graduating in 1956, 
Sutherland attended the 
London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art to study 
acting. He began appearing 
in West End plays and British 
television. After a move to 
Los Angeles, a series of war 
films changed his trajectory. 
His breakthrough was “The 
Dirty Dozen” (1967), in which 
he played Vernon Pinkley, 
the 
officer-impersonating 
psychopath. 1970 saw the 
release of the World War II 
yarn “Kelly’s Heroes” and 
“M.A.S.H.,” a smash hit that 
catapulted Sutherland to 
stardom. 


“There is more challenge in 
character roles,” Sutherland 
told The Washington Post in 
1970. “There’s longevity. A 
good character actor can 
show a different face in every 
film and not bore the public.” 
If Sutherland had had his 
way, Altman would have 
been fired from “M.A.S.H.” 
He was unhappy with the 
director’s unorthodox, impro- 
visational style. But the film 
caught on beyond anyone’s 
expectations. 
Sutherland identified with its 
anti-war message. Outspo- 
ken against the Vietnam War, 
he along with actress Jane 
Fonda and others founded 
the Free Theater Associates 
in 1971. Banned by the Army 
because of their political 
views, they performed in 
venues near military bases 
in Southeast Asia in 1973. 
“I thought I was going to 
be part of a revolution that 
was going to change movies 
and its influence on people,” 
Sutherland told the Los An- 
geles Times. 
His career as a leading man 
peaked in the 1970s, when 
he starred in films by the 
era’s top directors even if 
they didn’t always do their 
best work with him. Suther- 
land, who frequently said 
he considered himself at the 
service of a director’s vision, 
worked with Federico Fellini 
(1976’s “Fellini’s Casanova”), 
Bernardo Bertolucci (1976’s 
“1900”), Claude Chabrol 


(1978’s “Blood Relatives”) 
and John Schlesinger (1975’s 
“The Day of the Locust”). 
One of his finest perfor- 
mances came as a detec- 
tive in Alan Pakula’s “Klute” 
(1971). During filming he met 
Fonda, with whom he had 
a three-year relationship 
that began at the end of 
his second marriage to ac- 
tor Shirley Douglas. He and 
Douglas divorced in 1971 af- 
ter having twins: Rachel and 
Kiefer, who was named after 
Warren Kiefer, the writer of 
Sutherland’s first film, “Castle 
of the Living Dead.” 
Nicolas Roeg’s psychologi- 
cal horror film “Don’t Look 
Now” (1973) was another 
high point. Sutherland starred 
with Julie Christie as a griev- 
ing couple who move to 
Venice after their daughter’s 
death. The film included a 
famous, explicit sex scene, 
artfully edited. 
“Nic and I thought that 
maybe I would die in the 
process of it, so much were 
we committed,” Sutherland 
once said. His admiration for 
the film and Roeg was such 
that he and his next wife, 
actress Francine Racette, 
named their first-born child 
Roeg. 
Sutherland married Racette 
in 1972 and remained with 
her. She survives him. They 
had two other children: Ros- 
sif, named after the director 
Frederic Rossif; and Angus 
Redford, named after Red- 


ford. 
Robert Redford’s “Ordinary 
People” (1980) also dealt with 
the loss of a child. His direc- 
torial debut, starring Suther- 
land as the father of a family 
destroyed by tragedy, won 
four Oscars, including best 
picture. 
Sutherland was never nom- 
inated for an Academy 
Award but received an 
honorary Oscar in 2017. He 
did win an Emmy in 1995 for 
the TV film “Citizen X” and 
won two Golden Globes for 
“Citizen X” and the 2003 TV 
film “Path to War.” 
Sutherland’s New York stage 
debut in 1981, though, went 
terribly. He played Humbert 
Humbert in Edward Albee’s 
adaptation 
of 
Vladimir 
Nabokov’s 
“Lolita,” 
and 
the reviews were merciless; 
it closed after a dozen per- 
formances. A down period in 
the ‘80s followed, with failures 
like the 1981 satire “Gas” and 
the 1984 comedy “Crackers.” 
But Sutherland continued to 
work steadily and increasing- 
ly worked in television, most 
memorably in HBO’s “Path 
to War,” in which he played 
President Lyndon Johnson’s 
defense secretary, Clark Clif- 
ford. 
After son Kiefer emerged as 
a star, Sutherland appeared 
in numerous films with him, 
including the 1996 thriller “A 
Time to Kill” and 2015’s “For- 
saken.” But he turned down 
the chance to play the father 
on the hit series “24.” 
To a younger generation, 
Sutherland was most famil- 
iar as President Snow in “The 
Hunger Games” franchise 
beginning with the 2012 
original. Sutherland sought 
out the part. 
“The role of the president had 
maybe a line in the script. 
Maybe two. Didn’t make any 
difference,” Sutherland told 
GQ. “I thought it was an in- 
credibly important film, and 
I wanted to be a part of it.” 
In his final years, the nonstop 
actor mused about dying on- 
screen, for real. 
“I’m really hoping that in 
some movie I’m doing, I 
die — but I die, me, Donald 
— and they’re able to use 
my funeral and the coffin,” 
Sutherland told the AP. “That 
would be absolutely ideal. I 
would love that.”q 


Actor Donald Sutherland appears at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., on Oct. 13, 2017. 
Associated Press 


Donald Sutherland, the towering actor whose career spanned 
‘M.A.S.H.’ to ‘Hunger Games,’ dies at 88 
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By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
The NCAA has presented 
a plan to Division I confer- 
ence commissioners that 
would expand the lucra- 
tive men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments by 
four or eight teams along- 
side an option to leave 
each field at 68 teams, ac- 
cording to a person familiar 
with the details. 
The proposals were out- 
lined to the commissioners 
this week by NCAA Senior 
Vice President of Basketball 
Dan Gavitt and NCAA Vice 
President for Women’s Bas- 
ketball Lynn Holzman, the 
person told The Associated 
Press on Thursday on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
no official announcements 
have been made. The 
news was first reported by 
Yahoo! Sports. 
Under the proposal, expan- 
sion of the 68-team field 
included both four- and 


eight-team 
models. 
The 
NCAA would keep its 64- 
team bracket but would 
add play-in games involv- 
ing the 10 through 12 seeds. 
If the men’s tournament 
were to expand it is ex- 
pected the women’s tour- 
ney would as well. 
There are many in college 
basketball who have said 
they believe the 68-team 
fields and three weekends 
of play are ideal but pres- 
sure has grown to add 
teams and games to one 
of the most popular sports 
events on the U.S. calen- 
dar. Last year, the NCAA 
Division I board of directors 
approved 
recommenda- 
tions that included allow- 
ing one quarter of teams 
in larger sports to compete 
in championship events; in 
that scenario, March Mad- 
ness tourneys could ex- 
pand to nearly 90 teams. 
The NCAA is currently in the 
midst of an eight-year ex- 


tension of its TV deal for the 
men’s tournament worth 
$8.8 billion that runs through 
2032. That would not be 
expected to change if a 
handful of teams are add- 
ed. 
More games would pro- 
vide a small boost through 
ticket sales and merchan- 
dise, but the pool of money 
the NCAA uses to pay out 
conferences and member 
schools would essentially 
stay the same. What could 
change, however, is how 
that money would be di- 
vided up if the tournament 
broadens. 
Expansion 
would 
also 
mean the men’s tourna- 
ment would have to find an 
additional site besides Day- 
ton for its First Four games. 
The Ohio city already has 
games on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and wouldn’t 
be able to host additional 
play-in games ahead of 
the 
tourney’s 
traditional 


first-round 
opening 
on 
Thursday. Women’s play- 
in games are at the same 
campus sites as the first two 
rounds of the tournament. 
Expansion is largely backed 
by larger conferences and 
smaller leagues do not 


want to lose the automat- 
ic bids that come with a 
conference 
tournament 
championship or face the 
prospect of always be- 
ing slotted for the play-in 
games.q 


Staff members for the NCAA place the names of the teams in the 
Sweet 16 on a bracket in the media workroom before practices 
at the East Regional of the NCAA college basketball tournament 
in New York, March 23, 2017. 
Associated Press 


NCAA presents options to expand March Madness tournaments 
from current 68 teams 


By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Baseball Writer 
Amid all the tributes and 
memories about the legend- 
ary Willie Mays, consider this 
perspective on his greatness: 
He may have been base- 
ball’s greatest living Hall of 
Famer not just at the time 
of his death this week, but 
from the moment he was 
inducted in 1979. 
Mays’ combination of hitting, 
baserunning and defensive 
brilliance was so extraordi- 
nary that simply calling him 
an all-time great feels insuf- 
ficient. Some sort of superla- 
tive is warranted, and while 
“greatest living Hall of Famer” 
is obviously subjective, few 
would argue that Mays had 
a strong case. 
As for who deserves that 
title now well, it’s a much 
tougher question, especially 
since Mays was preceded in 
death in recent years by the 
likes of Hank Aaron, Frank Rob- 
inson, Tom Seaver and Joe 
Morgan. It’s been a sobering 
period for baseball fans as 
so many stars from the 1960s 
and 1970s have passed on. 


If Mays’ godson, Barry Bonds, 
were in the Hall, he’d be a 
pretty easy choice as the 
game’s greatest living Hall 
of Famer, but PED-related 
controversy continues to keep 
him out. Here are a few other 
candidates for this unofficial 
but compelling honor: 


Rickey Henderson Henderson 
is the leader among living Hall 
of Famers in Baseball Refer- 
ence’s version of wins above 
replacement, and while he’s 
known largely for his speed, at 
his peak he was an all-around 
offensive force. Henderson 
dominated the 1989 playoffs 


with Oakland and the won his 
lone MVP award the following 
year. He retired with a career 
on-base percentage of .401 
and is still the all-time leader 
in stolen bases and runs. The 
gap in steals between him 
and second-place Lou Brock 
is the same as the gap be- 


tween Brock and 46th-place 
Jimmy Rollins. 
Mike Schmidt 
In a 13-year span from 1974- 
86, the Philadelphia third 
baseman won three MVPs, 
eight National League home 
run titles and 10 Gold Gloves. 
And his numbers which in- 
cluded three straight on- 
base percentage titles and 
seven 100-walk seasons have 
aged well through the years. 
Schmidt struck out a lot and 
rarely had a high batting av- 
erage, but modern stats only 
enhance his status as one of 
the most valuable sluggers of 
his era. Greg Maddux, Randy 
Johnson or Pedro Martinez. 
Take your pick from this trio 
of stellar pitchers who com- 
bined to win a dozen Cy 
Young Awards. Martinez’s 
1997-2000 peak may have 
been the best of the bunch, 
although Maddux’s incred- 
ible 1992-95 stretch was lim- 
ited a bit by a couple strike- 
shortened seasons. Johnson 
pitched until he was 46, and 
only Nolan Ryan has more 
strikeouts than the 6-foot-10 
left-hander. q 


Oakland Athletics’ Rickey Henderson dives for third base to steal his 939th career base to set 
the all-time stolen base record during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the New York 
Yankees, May 1, 1991, in Oakland. 


Associated Press 


Willie Mays was baseball’s greatest living Hall of Famer and the 
heir apparent isn’t obvious 
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By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — JJ Redick 
is being hired as the head 
coach of the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers, a person with knowledge 
of the decision tells The As- 
sociated Press. 
The person spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity Thursday 
because the Lakers hadn’t 
yet publicly announced the 
decision to hire the former 
guard for his first coaching job. 
The 39-year-old Redick is an 
extraordinary choice by the 
Lakers, who hired a 15-year 
veteran with absolutely no 
coaching experience to lead 
a franchise with 17 NBA titles, 
one of the biggest brand 
names in world sports and 
LeBron James, the top scorer 
in league history. Redick was 
a proficient outside shooter 
for six teams before his re- 
tirement in September 2021, 
when he moved into a career 
in broadcasting and podcast- 
ing. He joined ESPN’s lead 
commentary team earlier 


this year. ESPN first reported 
the decision. Before Redick 
finished broadcasting the 
NBA Finals, he met with the 
Lakers last weekend and ap- 
parently did well enough to 
end the franchise’s lengthy 
coaching search. Less than 
two weeks after UConn coach 
Danny Hurley turned down 
the Lakers’ ardent advances, 
Redick has accepted the job 
in a remarkable three-year 
journey from the court to the 
broadcast booth to the Lak- 
ers’ bench. 
Redick 
replaces 
Darvin 
Ham, who was fired May 3 
despite leading the Lakers 
to two playoff berths and a 
Western Conference finals 
appearance in 2023. 
Redick began recording a 
regular podcast with James 
two months ago, and their 
“Mind the Game” collabora- 
tion is already wildly popular, 
with listeners often emerging 
impressed by the duo’s bas- 
ketball acumen and high- 
level discussion of tactics 


and motivation. 
Now these two minds will 
be working together for the 
Lakers, with Redick leading 
a roster headlined by James, 
who is six months younger than 
Redick. 
Everything is contingent on 
James deciding to return to 
play with Anthony Davis and 
the Lakers, of course. James, 
who will enter his 22nd NBA 
season this fall, could decline 
his $51.4 million contract op- 
tion this month to become a 
free agent. 
But hiring Redick seems to be 
another calculated move by 
the Lakers to maximize their 
chances of keeping the 20- 
time All-Star and the driving 
force behind their 2020 cham- 
pionship team. 
Redick’s coaching experi- 
ence is limited to his children’s 
youth teams, but he has been 
around the game his entire 
life. He is the leading scorer 
in the history of Duke, where 
he played four seasons under 
Mike Krzyzewski.q 


J.J. Redick arrives for Game 4 of the NBA basketball finals 
between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Friday, 
June 14, 2024, in Dallas. 
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The Lakers are hiring J.J. Redick as their 
new head coach, an AP source says 


